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Dear Mr McQuarrie

Linhouse Valley Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

We have reviewed some of the site notification documents and the Site Management
Statement for the above SSSI and are required to notify relevant interested parties
with copies of the reviewed documents.

Citation - We have reclassified the woodland feature as 'Upland mixed ash
woodland' instead of 'Wet woodland1 to better reflect the predominant type of
woodland within the site.

Site Management Statement - The Site Management Statement is written primarily
for the owners and occupiers of the SSSI to give them more information about the
natural features and how these features should be conserved or enhanced. The
statement does not form part of the legal notification.

Site Condition Monitoring - Based on the site condition monitoring field
assessment carried out on the 1 June 2016, the upland mixed ash woodland feature
was classified as favourable recovered. Although there is evidence of historical over
grazing, we believe that herbivore impacts are currently low and there is a good level
of natural tree regeneration. We note that some regeneration of beech is occurring in
the northern woodland compartment and we recommend that the removal of
regenerating beech continues in order to maintain the woodlands favourable
condition.

In addition, the site condition monitoring for the lowland neutral grassland feature
carried out on the 4 August 2016, classified this feature as unfavourable declining
due lack of grazing management. We would like to see this addressed through the
implementation of a suitable conservation grazing scheme to improve the botanical
diversity of the grassland and its ecological condition.

If you would like to discuss any issues relating to this SSSI or wish further copies of
these documents, please contact Michael Thornton at michael.thornton@snh.gov.uk.

Scottish Natural Heritage, Silvan House, 3 Floor east, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 7AT
Tel. 0131 316 2600 Fax 0131 316 2690 email: forename.surname@snh.qov.uk www.snh.qov.uk



You can also get these documents from our website's SiteLink facility
www.snh.org.uk/snhi/.

Yours faithfully

lain Rennick
Unit Manager
Forth

Enc. SSSI map, citation & site management statement
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CITATION
LINHOUSE VALLEY

SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST
West Lothian

Site code: 937

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE: NT 072643

OS 1:50,000 SHEET NO: Landranger Series 65
1:25,000 SHEET NO: Explorer sheet 349

AREA: 35.70 hectares

NOTIFIED NATURAL FEATURES

Biological: Lowland grasslands: Lowland acid grassland
Lowland neutral grassland

Fens: Valley fen
Woodlands: Upland mixed ash woodland

DESCRIPTION:
Linhouse Valley, lying 2km south-east of Livingston, contains a patchwork of
unimproved, rich and diverse lowland river habitats created by the formation of river
meanders and a gradual alteration in the water level of the Linhouse Water. The
range of habitats includes lowland acid and neutral grasslands, species rich valley
fen and upland mixed ash woodland.

The lowland neutral grassland is dominated by creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera,
red fescue Festuca rubra and sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum and is
widespread on the valley floor. Acidic grassland is found mainly along the valley
slopes. Extensive rich valley fen communities have developed where drainage is
impeded and these include bottle sedge Carex rostrata, common sedge Carex nigra,
lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis and meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. Alder
dominates the wet woodland along the riverside but the main woodland cover occurs
along the steeply sided slopes which are dominated by ash in association with hazel,
birch, rowan and willow. The vegetation on the woodland floor is also well
developed and diverse.

Unimproved acid and neutral grasslands and broadleaved valley woodland are
scarce and declining habitats in West Lothian. This site represents a large example
of a complex and diverse mosaic of these habitats, all rich in species and largely
unmodified by disturbance. Other locally important habitats within the site include
dry heath and scrub. A total of 220 plant species have been recorded, including
some uncommon within the Lothians, such as bladder sedge Carex vesicaria, water
sedge Carex aquatilis, melancholy thistle Cirsium heterophyllum, greater butterfly-
orchid Platanthera chlorantha and spear mint Mentha spicata.



NOTIFICATION HISTORY

First notified under the 1981 Act: 11 June 1987
Notification reviewed under the 2004 Act: 28 March 2008 and
13 October 2016 (citation and site management statement only)

REMARKS

Measured area of site corrected (from 35.52 ha).
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Site of Special Scientific Interest
Site Code: 937

DSite boundary follows the inside
edge of the boundary line shown
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This is an updated representation of the notified site
boundary. Any apparent small differences are due to
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SITE MANAGEMENT STATEMENT

Site code: 937

Lothian Area Office
Silvan House

rd
3 Floor East
231 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh EH12 7AT

Tel: 0131 3162600
Fax: 0131 3162690
e-mail: lothians@snh.gov.uk

Purpose
This is a public statement prepared by SNH for owners and
occupiers of the SSSI. It outlines the reasons it is
designated as an SSSI and provides guidance on how its
special natural features should be conserved or enhanced.
This Statement does not affect or form part of the statutory
notification and does not remove the need to apply for
consent for operations requiring consent.

We welcome your views on this statement.

Natural features of
Linhouse Valley SSSI
Lowland acid grassland .,..,,.

Lowland neutral grassland

Valley fen

Upland mixed ash woodland

Condition of feature
(and date monitored)
Unfavourable, declining
(June 201 2)
Unfavourable, declining
(August 201 6)
Favourable, maintained
(September 2004)

Favourable, recovered
(June 2016)

Description of the site
Linhouse Valley Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) lies 5km east of West Calder and
2km south-east of Livingston in West Lothian, Linhouse Valley has been notified for its neutral
and acid grasslands, valley fen and upland mixed ash woodland interests.

These interests form a diverse patchwork of habitats along the Linhouse Water. They have
been created by the river's meanders and by the gradual alteration of the river's water level. In
the southern section of the site there is a broad flood plain whereas in the northern area the
river runs through a narrow, wooded valley. Habitats found within the SSSI include broad-
leaved woodland, scrub, species-rich valley fen, dry heath and neutral and acidic grasslands.

The valley woodland is composed of many species including alder (found along the riverside)
and ash, elm, rowan, goat willow and hazel (found on the valley slopes). The valley slopes to
the north of the river, where not wooded, are now mostly bracken covered. The southern
slopes support neutral unimproved grasslands, dominated by species such as tufted hair-
grass, red fescue and sweet vernal grass, with pignut, meadow vetchling, germander



speedwell, and occasional bird's-foot trefoil, lady's mantle and common knapweed. These
grassland types are found mainly on the valley bottom whereas the acidic grassland occurs
predominantly on the valley slopes. Where drainage is impeded, extensive species-rich fen
communities have developed. They contain bottle sedge, common sedge, lesser pond-sedge
and meadowsweet.

The heath at the top of the northern bank of the site is species-rich, with devil's-bit scabious,
common knapweed, field wood-rush and scattered marsh orchids as well as more typical
heathland species. The heath and associated mire (dominated by purple moor-grass) have
been invaded by gorse and bracken.

The habitats found within Linhouse Valley SSSI are all scarce and declining in West Lothian.
Therefore this site is notable because it is such a large, reasonably undisturbed matrix of all
these habitats. Records show that 220 plant species have been found on the site, including
some which are uncommon in the Lothians. Notable species include bladder sedge, water
sedge, melancholy thistle, greater butterfly orchid, spear mint and a butterfly, the small pearl-
bordered fritillary.

The table above shows that the condition of the acid and neutral grasslands were recorded as
being in unfavourable condition when last monitored and this was primarily due to the lack of
grazing management. The woodland was in favourable condition when last recorded, showing
low herbivore impacts and a good level of natural regeneration. The valley fen was in
favourable condition and showed good species richness when last recorded.

Looking across the valley from the north Bracken, scrub and grassland habitats

Past and present management
Old maps show that the area was farmed for a long period of time,
information available.

There is little other

To the north of the river, most of the land is owned by the Scottish Wildlife Trust and managed
for nature conservation. The current management plan covers the period 2008 to 2018. There
is a Reserve Management Group which oversees and steers the management of this area of
the SSSI, and comprises volunteers and other parties interested in the site.

SWT have recently cut and burned the gorse on the heath and plan to continue gorse control
in the future. They also plan to control the bracken by either cutting or grazing as its
dominance is adversely affecting the notified grassland habitats. Other management projects
which have been undertaken in the SWT reserve include the planting of roughly one hectare
with native broadleaves, improvements of paths and access and the erection of a nesting box
for barn owls. There have been some problems with vandals on the reserve, and fires which
have been deliberately started occur on a regular basis. There is also the occasional use of
motorcycles for "scrambling" and this churns up parts of the paths system.

Shooting rights are held over the SSSI by Dalmahoy Estates and an individual owner/occupier
allowing various quarry birds to be shot. South of the river, the SSSI is part of Dalmahoy



Estates but there is little management other than grazing by a few sheep which break through
the fence from neighbouring fields. The grassland here is becoming tall and rank because of
the lack of grazing. The small area of the SSSI to the west and north of the river (outwith this
Estate and the SWT reserve) is part of a farm and controlled grazing takes place there.

SNH aims to encourage the owners of Linhouse Valley to enter into positive management of
the site under the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) to enable the recovery of
the notified habitats found to be in unfavourable condition. Between 2010 and 2014 parts of
the SWT reserve were managed under a SRDP Rural Development Contract as part of the
Trust's Grazing Project.

Objectives for Management (and key factors influencing the condition of natural features)

We wish to work with the owners to protect the site and to maintain and where necessary
enhance its features of special interest. SNH aims to carry out site survey, monitoring and
research as appropriate to increase our knowledge and understanding of the site and its
natural features and monitor the effectiveness of management.

1. To recover and maintain the extent of acid and neutral grassland habitats (areas now
dominated by bracken north of the river and dominant grasses south of the river within the
flood plain meanders) by controlling bracken and scrub through cutting and by introducing
grazing to maintain a particular sward height and diversity.

2. To manage valley fen habitats to sustain the range of typical plant communities whilst
allowing natural river development.

3. To maintain the extent of the woodland habitat through natural regeneration of native tree
and woodland plant species. This should be achieved by sustainable deer management and -
by keeping beech regeneration under control.

Reviewed: 13 October 2016


